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Take A Look Inside 
Keeping you in the know! 



Still Learning! 
 
 

Like the rest of the world, I’ve been busy learning things that I never thought I’d need to know. 
None of this was taught in seminary! Media/technology continues to be the way we are able to 
hear the voices and see the faces of those we love and care about, at least generally speaking. 
Most of us have accepted that we simply do not know when we will gather in person again and 
that, even when we do, there is much that will be very different. We have all cycled through 
some highs and lows…excitement and depression…eagerness and hopelessness. At least I 
have. There have been periods where I seem to be creative in work and at home. And there 
have been periods when I’ve felt so tired that I could imagine how I would keep going. We’ve 
had some really creative and delicious meals…and some real blah. There are days when I can 
see all the possibilities…and other days, not so much. We’ve always had our ups and downs. 
It’s just part of being human. But 2020 has seemed to bring more intensity at all levels. 

 
There are a few things that I’ve become sure of so far this year. The first is that God is still present with us…in all things, at 
all times, in all places. God is reaching out to us if we are curled into a ball at the bottom of a hole or if we’re bouncing off 
the walls delusional in believing that we have it all together. God embraces us if we are hyper, depressed, or calm. God 
does have expectations of us…but if we rise to the occasion or fail miserably, God love us all the same. Assurance of 
God’s love makes all the rest possible. 
 
It appears that part of our new world will require an ability to move between media and in person interactions. First of all, we 
will never be able to leave media behind because we have now found that we can continue to worship and participate in 
other areas of life in the church even when we are ill or on vacation. Media has extended our reach far beyond the limits we 
had previously set for ourselves. To return to the way things were would be to exclude those who are now a part of our 
community. We won’t do that. So along with Barbara, I’ve been learning a lot more about media than they taught in  
seminary. The ways that we use media to get out the word about our church, engage in study and meetings, and worship 
together will continue to evolve. Our in person relationships are critical to our life together…but we are learning ways to  
enhance the experience of worship both online and in person for our return. I’m even learning how to make and edit videos 
as we continue to expand how we enhance the experience of worship while keeping everyone safe. 
 
I’ve also been struggling with what ministry will look like for us moving forward. We continue to serve at Austin Street and 
Ewing House by dropping off food. But can’t we do more? I know that most of our plants from our last worship series have 
died. But was this the spark of an idea? There are grants available for community gardens…would they help to establish 
member backyard gardens to supply food for membership and community? Would grants help provide plants and seeds, 
fertilizer, water systems? And if I found the money to help, would any of our community care or is this just something that 
sounds like a good idea to me alone? Can we put together new ministries through Zoom meetings? Linda Easton is  
attending a meeting to learn how we can help schools in this new world. Is this one of the things that we need to do? Who 
is God call right now? And to what ministries is God calling us as individuals and a community? If we can let go of a little of 
our desire to return to the “good ol’ days,” were might we hear God calling us to move forward? 
 
We’ve been working on how we serve our own community with enhanced worship and ways of being together…don’t forget 
Water to Wine meetings now every 4th Monday night. But is it now time for us to focus on how we serve our community in 
the new world? Is it time to be reborn once again? Call me. Email me. Text me. Ask for a Zoom meeting. Whatever ways 
you’re communicating these days, let me know how God is calling you. 
 
Blessings,  
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From 
the 

Pastor’s 
Heart 



Gospel of Mark Bible Study 

Thursday’s at 7:00 pm  

Via Zoom 

Meeting ID: 862 2783 1732 

Tuesday’s at 7:00 pm  
Via Zoom 
Meeting ID:  

861 3989 2668  
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2 Elaine Griffin 3 Karen Termin 

6 Jeff Browning 6 Bill Gilbert 

6 David Young 10 Jean Miller 

14 Ruben Castillo 18 Annah Beth Hardin 

19 Linda Miller 20 Guy Hargrove 

22 Ernestine Jabati 25 Doug Crownover 

28 Mike Payne 30 Kerri Embrey 

30 Misty Ramsey 31 Mike Embrey 

31 Giovanna Mattox   

6 Walter Easton 8 Naomi Norton 

9 Everett Carew Sr. 9 Dana Norton 

9 Debbie Willis 10 Mike Reed 

12 Barbara Gilbert 12 Momo Jabati 

14 John Elfers 16 Dan Rogers 

17 Lesley Wheeler 22 Bridget Jagiel 

24 Julie Browning 26 Craig May 

30 Gary Miller 30 Tom Termin 
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Contribution statements were mailed at the end of July. Please contact Barbara 

in the church office if you did not receive yours. 
 

The Finance Committee will continue our Stewardship Campaign this year as 

planned. There will be guest speakers during the worship service on Sundays 

that will speak on what staying faithful during the good times and bad means to 

them. More to come later.  

July Income: $15,201.77  (↓ 4% vs. 2019) 

July Expenses:  $17,806.73  ($4,325 under budget) 

Difference: $ -2,604.96  

Income Year to Date: $115,874.14 (↓ 16% vs. 2019) 

Apportionments Paid $   2,000.00 $17,367 Outstanding 

 Getting quotes on trimming and framing the doors.  

 Garage Sale and Work Day postponed indefinitely. 

 Cameras have successfully installed. 

 A/C units have been looked at and working on a fix for the drip pan in the left side of the 

sanctuary. 

 Oncor fixed a “dead cell” that was causing the lights and education building A/C unit to 

malfunction.  

 Committee has agreed upon a locking mailbox to replace the mailbox outside. It has  

arrived and is waiting to be installed.  

 The church will remain closed. The current plan is to not reopen until after Labor Day,  

at the earliest.  

 Fall Cleanup - November 14th  

Trustee’s 
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August 14th, the choir and chorale held a joint 

Zoom meeting to visit, listen to a little Christmas 

music, share joys and concerns and discuss a new 

venture.  
 

Virtual choirs are an innovative way for choirs to 

continue to sing together.  I’ve attended several 

webinars on how to make this happen.   
 

Unfortunately, the number of hours needed to complete and the technology  

involved are at the moment, too much for me. However, Dana with the help of 

Worship Design Studio is planning to assist me in our desire to create one for 

New Covenant. Our hope is that we can practice on a simple piece this fall and 

then create something special for Advent. We’re ready to give it a try.   

 Worship continues online with help from Barbara, Jeff, Cathy, Sarah, Laura, the readers 

and worship leaders, and the wonderful Pastor Dana.  

 Next worship team meeting via Zoom on Sunday, August 23rd at 11:30 a.m. 

 Worship is being enhanced through the expanded use of the Worship Design Studio.  

 Worship Design Studio is a resource that has been used by Pastor Dana for many 

 years, that provides training on different worship and media aspects and also  

 provides worship planning.  



The New Covenant Window Page 6 



 Yarnbirds are working on kids blankets to  

deliver to Genesis Women’s Shelter before 

Thanksgiving.  

 In lieu of  a mission trip, face masks were  

provided to a Navajo mission in Colorado.  
 

Upcoming:  

Austin Street - Sunday, September 28, 2020  
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The extremely difficult decision was made to cancel Pumpkin Patch this year. 
 

Pumpkin Patch team is meeting to design and decorate the front of the church  
depicting our return next year and will also plan ways to still reach the community this year.   

A new temporary logo was presented to the Administrative Council.  
We will be using for digital use only to enhance our online presence.  
A compact logo and an expanded logo were approved and are below.  



New Covenant United Methodist Church 
3032 Beltline Road  

Sunnyvale, Texas  75182 
972-226-1092  

NCUMCSunnyvale 
 
www.newcovenantumc.com 

@NCUMCSunnyvale 
 
office@newcovenantumc.com 
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Dana’s Communion Soda Bread 

Ingredients: 
 

• 1 1/2 pounds sifted white flour, roughly 4 cups  
(a grain offering to the Lord) 

• 1/2 teaspoon salt  
(we are to be salt and light and Jesus warns against losing our saltiness) 

• 1/2 teaspoon baking soda  
(a leavening agent but one that requires no time to rise) 

• 1 cup sour milk [2 T lemon juice in a cup, then topped off with milk]  
(while we long for the land of milk and honey...the journey is not all sweet) 

• 3 T honey or sugar  
(see milk and honey but also remembering the sweetness of the Word of God...and of course, 3 is 
pretty terrific #) 

Instructions: 

I prepare the sour milk to rest while I work on the rest of the bread. Then sift the flour into a large bowl. 

Next add in the salt and baking soda. Stir those ingredients together lightly. Make a well in the middle 

and pour in sour milk. Mix together to moisten. Then knead together (in bowl) until the mixture comes 

together as a dough that springs back with touch...not too sticky. It should be easy to handle by this 

point. Don't worry about it if all of the flour is not fully incorporated. If the dough remains sticky, add 

more flour. Form the shape of bread (I make it round) and place on a cookie sheet. Slice a cross in the 

top...bet you can do a meaning here all on your own! Bake in a 450 degree oven for 10 minutes. Then 

reduce heat to 400 and bake for 10 more minutes. Makes one loaf/round. 

We remain close to home for far longer than any of 

us ever thought in March. And it still goes on. I 

have been baking this bread each week for Holy 

Communion as a reflection of our present 

time...and the sacredness that is to be found here. 

While I was finally able purchase yeast a week or 

two ago, it is still difficult to find and most often 

not available. And while we can find all purpose 

flour, the same is not true for bread flour. So with 

input from family, I have tweaked the recipe that I 

found back in April and have added a few thoughts 

that accompany my prayer over the bread as I 

make it each week. Feel free to use as you see fit. 

Peace, 

Pastor Dana 


