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Change is in the Air 
 
          Brothers, sisters, siblings in Christ, 

 

Yes, change is in the air. You began this journey long before I arrived. You have experienced loss 
along the way…loss of families who left because change didn’t come fast enough. There has also been 
a loss of those members who were dead set against change. Change is as inevitable as breathing in and 
out, simply because everything that lives is always changing. We watch it year after year in the  
changing of the seasons.  
 

It is now Spring, the time of Easter and celebrating new life. This is a different celebration than the 
new life of first birth that we often experience at Christmas. This is the new life that grows out of dead 
things. This is the sort of life that comes after a forest fire or flood. And you, dear church, have been 
on a journey toward life, new life. I am honored to have stepped onto the road with you as you decided 
to be a Spring, new life, church. 

 

As you know, the Special General Conference of the UMC passed legislation that both kept and strengthened the UMC position on 
persons identified as LGBTQ. Rather than more fully embracing statements that all persons are of sacred worth, we instead  
strengthened the position that homosexuality is ‘incompatible with Christian teaching’. Here at New Covenant, we have decided that 
we will stand in ‘all persons are of sacred worth’. To that end, the Administrative Council voted at their last meeting (in April) to 
pursue and explore becoming a Reconciling Congregation. While it is admirable to say that we are inclusive, it is equally important 
that those who have been marginalized also experience us as inclusive. So how do we do that? 
 

I have contacted the Reconciling Ministries Network and they will be guiding me. Some of their first steps are things that we have 
already accomplished since they begin with one or two members wanting to move a church toward greater inclusion. Our first step 
moving forward is the formation of a ‘task force’. This group will be the first study and explore just what it means to be a  
Reconciling Church before these same studies are encouraged church-wide. If I call and invite you to be a part of the task force, I 
hope you will say ‘yes’. 
 

But before we move ahead too fast, I want to stop for a moment to make a few things very clear. While there are some people in our 
congregation who are ready for this change to have happened yesterday, others are being pushed far outside of their comfort zones. 
We must respect both positions as journeys in Christian faith. No matter where you fall of the spectrum, I am your pastor and I will 
care for and love you as your pastor. I will be there when you are in the hospital and when your loved ones pass through death into 
the fullness of new life. I will listen to you and strive to understand how you feel. I do not want to leave you behind. 
 

No matter where you are on the spectrum of comfort in this time of change, I sincerely hope that you will participate when we begin 
learning together as a whole church about what it means to be a Reconciling Church. All voices will be important and your voice 
matters. Your journey matters. Change is painful. A butterfly breaking out of its cocoon struggles. But the struggle is necessary to the 
beauty and life that comes from the struggle.  
 

So, when you are overwhelmed, remember that you are not alone. Remember that you are a part of this community of faith and that 
you are loved. Remember that God is with all of us in this journey. And always, always know that my door is open to you and I  
welcome you. Come and talk to me. Let’s work through all of our struggles (not just this one) together.  
 

Peace be with you, 
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Mark Your Calendar 

May 10: Spring Cleaning Sale 

May 11: Spring Cleaning Sale 

May 12: Mother’s Day 

May 27: Memorial Day 

      Church Offices Closed 

June 1: Summer Camp Deposit Due 
 6:  Linda Gray 

11: Sam Willis 

13: Princess Carew 

14: Jim Handy 

21: Marian Conteh 

22: Larry Atherton 

29: Mark Bolger 

30: Beverly Norton       

Come join us to pray for Our Church, Our Community, Our World, 
 and those who need others to pray for them in their life struggles. 

When: Wednesday 
    Time: Weekly @ 5:45 pm 
    Place: Hallowed Grounds 
 

Matthew 18:20 
“For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.”  

May 12 

Strength and dignity are her clothing, and she 
laughs at the time to come.  

She opens her mouth with wisdom, and the teaching 
of kindness is on her tongue.  

(Proverbs 31:25-26) 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+18%3A20&version=NIV
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In the Tomb Prayer Chain 
By Cindy Wolfe 

Luke 24: 5-12   -   The women were frightened and bowed their faces toward the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the living among 

the dead? 6 He isn’t here, but has been raised. Remember what he told you while he was still in Galilee, 7 that the Human One[d]must be handed over to sin-

ners, be crucified, and on the third day rise again.” 8 Then they remembered his words. 9 When they returned from the tomb, they reported all these things 

to the eleven and all the others.10 It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them who told these things to the 

apostles. 11 Their words struck the apostles as nonsense, and they didn’t believe the women. 12 But Peter ran to the tomb. When he bent over to look inside, 

he saw only the linen cloth. Then he returned home, wondering what had happened. 

***************************************************************************************************************** 

Aren’t you glad that we live on “this side” of Easter?  I mean what were the disciples and the women thinking after Jesus’ death?  It 

seems that many of the disciples gave up before He was even nailed to the cross.  They were in hiding for fear of their lives.  And the 

women were gathering oils and cloths to prepare the body.  How surprised they were that He was not in the tomb!   

He is not here! 

Each year we get to make the journey to the cross knowing the outcome.  We begin Lent with a meaningful Ash Wednesday service of  

repentance and prayer to prepare us for the 40 day journey.  We move through revisiting Jesus’ life with the disciples knowing He will 

be crucified.  We celebrate Palm Sunday with joyous waving of palms, gather for a Maundy Thursday meal and reflect on the horrible 

death of our Lord at our Good Friday/Tenebrae service.  And, this year, we entered the tomb in prayer through Holy Saturday to Easter 

morning.   

We have it tied up so neatly…..right?!  I mean, we know the outcome. 

I am thankful that we have the hope of Jesus knowing the outcome because, honestly, I am not sure if I would have acted any different 

than our disciples.  I am also thankful for a family of faith that will join me in the tomb through prayer and supplication seeking God’s 

Word and will.  As a church we “held hands” creating a chain of prayer that did not end for 34 hours.  

Was it what you expected?  

For me, it was so powerful that words cannot express.  And as I spoke with those that participated, I found that the experience,  

although varied in process, was just as powerful and meaningful.  Each hour was unique; each petition a private yet communal plea for 

God’s intervention in our lives.  Folks, as we continue through the Easter season, I ask you to continue to pray as one body for our  

pastor, our church and those that need healing.  Pray that we show love in a hurting world.  Pray that we share the story of our Lord.   

Pray that we boldly and without fear acknowledge the power of Jesus, knowing the outcome…… 

HE IS RISEN! 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+23-24&version=CEB#fen-CEB-25988d
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New Covenant’s first community Easter Egg hunt took place on Saturday, April 20, 2019. The 

event was originally scheduled for Saturday, April 13, 2019 at Town Park in Sunnyvale however 

due to inclement weather, we moved it to the church the following Saturday. The day turned 

out to be beautiful and the turnout from the community was something to behold.  

We were blessed to be able to serve about 60 kids from around the area that brought almost 

150 adults to help them celebrate the day with us! David and Tammie Young got up early on 

Saturday morning to mow and ensure that yard looked amazing; and it did! Linda Easton and 

Bridget Jagiel greeted everyone at the registration table.   

The day’s activities consisted of face painting which Laura May set up with several members 

of the church painting the faces of the kiddos. We had James and Cathy Wheeler manning the 

grill and keeping everyone from getting hungry by serving hot dogs. There was a competitive 

egg hunt that offered the kiddos about 1650 eggs to fill up their Easter baskets with.  We  

also had cornhole that seemed to garner lots of competitive spirit from the participants. The  

highlight of the day was when the Easter Bunny showed up!  Mike Embrey did a great job  

hopping around to ensure no one missed a chance to have their picture made.  

The day was an incredible success and is a huge testament to the commitment the church 

family of New Covenant has to reach out and share the love of Christ through fellowship. In  

addition to the volunteers mentioned above, we also had Dale and Cindy Wolfe, Amanda 

McTigue, Andy, Dana, Naomi, and Anna Norton, Debbie Willis, Marcia Matus, Walter Easton, 

Josh Embrey, and Terri Hallman took care of the pictures and video for the day. Many people 

also made monetary donations to help with this fun day.  We look forward to hosting this 

event every year! Thank you to all that helped make this a successful event!    

By Kerri Embrey 
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God Things 
By Jim Handy 

 
 
 

I  want to speak frankly about a few God things. From my own perspective, of course. 
 

What I believe about God is that He is a living god.  He is busy watching out for me, all the time.  
When I speak to Him, He is invariably right there listening.  Sometimes I can discern His  

answers but, unfortunately, I usually can not…mostly because I don’t think to look for them.   
 

There is a relaxing and confident feeling that comes from truly trusting God to take care of 
things.  I ask Him to take on all kinds of concerns, large and small.  He will do so but my part of 
the bargain is to accept whatever comes to pass.  If I ask Him for a new Ferrari, I’m sure He just 

rolls His eyes.  But when I ask Him to take charge of some particularly aching worry, He  
consistently comes through.  It’s like He’s telling me “Take a break. I got it.”  And He does. 

 
I often thank Him for the way He handles things.  But even for those times that I don’t, He 

knows I’m grateful.  He sees the best in me when I don’t seem to see it at all.  He intervenes in 
potential troubles even when I’m not aware that there are potential troubles.  He stands beside 

me and within me, and He’s got my back.  I couldn’t get away from Him if I wanted to. 
 

I don’t have a picture in my head about how God looks.  He is everybody and everything, so how 
do you take a photo of that?  Even the pronoun “He” is just for convenience.   

 
As an unchurched pilgrim in younger years, I have to thank the people of New Covenant for 
helping me dig deeper to discover God’s living presence. It’s here that I learned to pray; and 

praying – whether right before sleep or during rush hour traffic – opens access to my best friend 
and guardian and guide.   

 
And I’ve found that it’s better for me if I keep in close touch. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Cast… the whole of your cares on Him, for He cares for you affectionately  
and cares about you watchfully”    1 Peter//5:7  



The New Covenant Window Page 7 

Maundy Thursday 2019 
By Yvonne Taylor 

 

Maundy Thursday is the Christian holy day falling on the Thursday before Easter. It  
commemorates the Washing of the Feet and Last Supper of Jesus Christ with the Apostles, as 

described in the canonical gospels.   
 

I am very pleased to have been involved with the 2019 Maundy Thursday presentation, and 
thankful to have served with such passionate individuals in the presentation of Gifts of the Dark 

Wood.  Laura May served as presentation director, Kerri Embrey facilitated the songs and script 
write-up, Cathy Wheeler served as musician.  Jeff Browning and Tori Childers availed  

themselves for media and sound, and Terri Hallman served as videographer and photographer 
for this event. Pastor Dana Norton and I showed our acting chops as part of the cast.  These 

folks were instrumental in the overall success of the presentation.  
 

The young people and their gifts were on display during this program. They worked tirelessly to  
become the characters they portrayed in this historical Christian narrative. The list of youth cast 
members included Ben Young, Mark Young, Naomi Norton, Emily May, Elyse Wahl, Ana Norton, 
Riley McTigue, and Ethan Bohannon. These teenagers are to be commended for their willingness, 

talents and dedication to ensure a memorable telling of those who experienced this turning point of 
our Lord’s earthly journey. 

 
The presentation was, of course, a rousing success.  Accolades flowed from the audience as they  

expressed how much their emotions and spiritual affirmations were engaged.   
 

I thank God, and this congregation, for allowing me to be a part of it. 
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Trading and Sharing with Jack Skelton 
By Jim Handy 

 
 

Jack Skelton has been a friend of mine for over 20 years.  
With his unceasing smile and irrepressible attitude, it didn’t 
surprise me when he told me his career had been primarily in 
sales. I quickly saw that he is a gregarious and engaging soul, 
always making me feel through his rapport that I am  
important to him.  By our third encounter – between church 
services – he enthusiastically said, “Man, Jim, I really do like 
that jacket you’re wearing!  I’d like to trade mine for yours.  
What do you say?” 
 
This became a long-standing joke with Jack and me.  He 
would say he liked something on my person – shirt, tie, shoes, 
pen in my pocket, whatever – and tell me he’d like to trade 
(especially funny, considering he was always impeccably 
dressed).  I enjoyed playing along, at times acting like I was 
about to take off my shirt right there in the coffee clutch. 
 
In one of our conversations years ago, I told Jack that I was 
not happy with my primary care physician.  He talked about 
his PCP, Dr. Myers, and recommended him to me.  I took him 
up on it and made an appointment.  Dr. Myers is still my doc 
today, going on more than 15 years now.  Jack said once that 
we should ask Dr. Myers for a “two-fer”.  I actually did ask 
Doc about that possibility, to which he replied with his British 
accent and dry sense of humor that he was “…not quite sure 
how that would work.”   
 
I remember the day when, in another Hallowed Grounds discussion, Jack greeted me with his usual ebullience, 
this time saying, “Hey, John, how are you doing?”  Since all of us older folk have slip-ups now and then, I 
thought nothing of it and let it slide.  When he called me John again at our next encounter, I decided to remind 
him of my name, in response to which he looked a little embarrassed.  That was the last time I reminded him. 
 
Eventually, Jack lost the desire to try remembering my name.  But he never lost his expansive, uplifting persona 
with me.  He never lost that inimitable million-kilowatt smile.  “Hey, man!  That is one sharp tie!  What do you 
say we make a deal?” 
 
Over the years, I’ve grown to treasure the friendships of Jack and Kathleen and their daughter, Julia.  They  
constitute an exceptionally kind and heart-warming family, unfailingly generous with their time and love for 
others.  As they’ve gone through this painful experience, I know we’ve all grieved with them. They are, after all, 
a tremendously cherished part of our church family.  Today we carry them in our deepest prayers. 
 
To say that I will miss Jack feels like an understatement.  I know many people here feel that way.  I haven’t met 
many like Jack, and I don’t expect to again.  I can envision him hugging and enthusiastically shaking God’s 
hand, commenting on what a nice place He has.  I’m sure he is making close friends with everyone there. 
 
God bless you, my inspiring brother.  You’ve left our world much better off by being part of it. 
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Thank You to My New Covenant Fam ily 
From Kathleen Skelton 

 
 

To our New Covenant family, we want to express our deep appreciation for 

your love, prayers and many kindnesses shown to us, especially during the  

final few weeks of Jack’s life. The phone calls, text messages and visits let us 

know we were not walking this path alone. 

 

Because of our church family members, there was nothing that Jack would  

rather be doing than smiling as he greeted each of you. He loved being a 

church greeter, working to keep the church grounds trimmed and beautiful, 

and being in Worship.  He was always happy being with his church family. 

 

We particularly want to thank our caring pastor for loving our family through 

the path of dementia. It has been a difficult journey, but Pastor Dana’s  

consistent warm and gentle attention strengthened us throughout. 

 

We love you all, and will never forget the compassion you have provided. 
 
 

Kath leen,  John,  Julia,  Ji m,  Brett and Ree c e 
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Austin Street 
By Kathy Rogers 

 
One of the most rewarding missions of New Covenant is serving breakfast at the Austin 
Street Shelter in downtown Dallas on a Sunday morning.  Each quarter of the last 20 years we 
have paired with St. Stephens UMC to do this.  The breakfast meal is planned by Paula  
Humphreys (from St. Stephens) and me.  We split the shopping list, the cost of which is  
reimbursed by each church’s budget.  The menu varies from biscuits and gravy, fruit, milk, and 
muffins to cold cereal with milk, fruit and muffins.  Biscuits are donated and we bake them at 
the church that morning EARLY.  Muffins are baked by church members of both churches. 
 
We meet at the church parking lot at 5:30 am and carpool to the shelter. Resident staff, who 
are always helpful and gracious, come out to unload our car and bring it all in for us.  A member 
of our group volunteers to go to the mic to bless the meal.  We set the food out cafeteria-
style and the 400 residents line up single file to get their plates.  Choices are made such as 
which cereal or what kind of muffin.   
 
I remember a lady who only wanted two glasses of milk.  Several people will tell us what they 
cannot eat because they are diabetic.  I have seen men who have bruises and black eyes from 
fights the night before.  A cart is loaded with filled plates to take to the non-ambulatory  
residents.  For those who have a hard time carrying their food, one of us jumps in to help 
them to wherever they eat, sometimes back to their cot.  I have seen young pregnant women 
but no children at Austin Street.  Most of the residents look us in the eye and thank us for 
breakfast; others look down and go through silently.  We always enjoy talking to the residents 
as they come through the line.  We want them to know we care about them. 
 
At Christmas time we collect donations such as socks, gloves, scarves, coats, hats, blankets, 
and rolling suitcases.  This past year we also partnered with the Sunnyvale Garden Club and 
were able to take four carloads of these items to the shelter.  We put Chapstick in a pocket 
of each coat along with a note displaying a scripture.  The notes were also put in gloves and 
suitcases and attached to scarves.  Some of the hats were made by our own Yarn Birds group. 
 
Church members are encouraged to come serve with us at this long-running shelter for the 
homeless.  I guarantee it will wake up your compassion and start your week off right. 



 2 c. sifted flour 
 1 c. butter, softened 
 1/2 c. powdered sugar 
 4 extra large eggs, beaten lightly 
 2 c. sugar 

 Dash of salt 
 6 Tbsp. lemon juice 
 4 Tbsp. flour 
 1 tsp. baking powder 
 Powdered sugar 

New Covenant United Methodist Church 
3032 Beltline Road  

Sunnyvale, Texas  75182 
972-226-1092  

NCUMCSunnyvale 
 
www.newcovenantumc.com 

@NCUMCSunnyvale 
 
ncumc1@sbcglobal.net 
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It’s that time again!  
Let’s help the little ones stay 

smart during the summer! 
 
 

June 24 -27, 2019  9:15 am-12:15 pm. Save the Date! 
Reading week at Pleasant Mound UMC.   Reading and interacting one-on-one with children from  

economically disadvantaged families who are traditionally underserved.  Spend a few days helping them keep 
up those essential reading skills while school is out, and feel your heart glow while doing so. 

 
June 17 6:00 pm 

New Covenant will help provide dinner at SMU for 125 PT Corps Members (interns) 
 

All volunteers are welcome. Sign-up sheets will be posted on the Missions bulletin board. Each  
volunteer will need to complete a background check and Ministry Safe Training if not on file from last year. 

More details to follow. 
 

Please call John Elfers at 469-951-8407 if you have any questions or concerns, 
and please be in prayer for this ministry. 

With fingers, mix sifted flour, butter and 1/2 cup powdered sugar into a 
ball; refrigerate for 30 minutes. Butter a 9x13 inch baking pan. Press 
dough over bottom of pan and bake for 25 minutes at 350° or until lightly 

browned. 

Combine eggs, sugar, salt, and lemon juice; set aside. Combine 4  
tablespoons flour and baking powder; fold into egg mixture. Pour egg  
mixture over baked crust and return to oven for 25 minutes or until surface 
is light brown with craters in it. Cool; sprinkle with powdered sugar and cut 
into bars. 


