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Ask the Pastor 

A while back we set up a box for your questions…anonymous or not as you choose. As we grow and develop together, some things will 
surely change, and it is always healthier to keep the lines of communication open than to whisper in the parking lot! I promised to answer 
every question respectfully. And guess what?? The box finally produced, not one, but two questions! 
 

The first question: How many licks to get to the center of a Tootsie Roll, Tootsie Pop? Tootsie Pops are a lot like Oreos. Everyone has their 
own style and method of consumption. I like to take my Oreos apart, scrape all the cream onto one side and pile it up in a corner. Then I eat 
the ‘naked’ side in one bite. Next, I eat the uncovered chocolate of the second side. Lastly, I savor (it’s my favorite bite) the bit of chocolate 
with all the cream. I never claimed to not be at least a little strange. I call it unique. I’ve never met anyone who ate an Oreo quite like I do. 
But Oreos were not the question. 
 

Many people have tried to lick their way to the center of a Tootsie Pop. If you have been successful, please include this extraordinary piece 
of information in all future introductions. This is something that we all want to know about you! You are very unique and very special since 
most of the rest of humankind bite into the candy to reach the Tootsie Roll about 5-10 licks into the experience. So I did a little research. 
 

A group of Purdue engineering students built a licking machine to resemble a human tongue. Using their licking machine, it takes 364 licks 
to reach the center of a Tootsie Pop. However, 20 volunteers were actually successful in reaching the center using only the human tongue 
for licking! Who knows how many students were involved in creating the machine! But only 20 volunteers were able to accomplish the  
human tongue lick to the center! Now I didn’t read the actual research, so I don’t know how tightly the experiment was controlled. Was each 
volunteer watched continuously by 2 researchers to make sure there was not biting if one researcher blinked? Did the volunteer provide the 
count or did researchers count observing the protruding tongue for each counted lick? I just don’t know! But reportedly, using an actual  
human tongue for licking, 20 successful volunteers averaged 252 licks to get to the center. So I presume that the researchers concluded not 
only an average of 252 licks, but that the human tongue licking is more effective than a machine mimicking a human tongue licking.  
 

As for me, I have successfully reached the center of a Tootsie Pop without biting. The trick? Stick it in the corner of your cheek and let it 
dissolve! It’s faster than licking and your mouth is filled with the flavor of the candy. Except…the moment that I reach that Tootsie Roll…the 
rest of the candy must be chewed up with the Tootsie Roll. I just can’t help myself! 
 

I may be having a little fun with this column, but it is important for us to remember that we each bring our own uniqueness to our life together 
as church. We don’t all eat our Oreos or consume our Tootsie Pops the same way. Each one of us is uniquely created by God and no one 
else can take your place or my place in the work that God lays out for us as a church. Some of us eat our Oreos in one bite while others 
twist it apart and eat one particular side first. Some have a ritual that others might think a bit strange. And when confronted with a Tootsie 
Pop…most of us seriously lack impulse control while others are very meticulous. 
 

There is no one way to eat an Oreo or a Tootsie Pop. So why do we seem to think that we have a lock on the one “right” way? Why are we 
so quick to judge and devalue those who don’t do everything just like we do? God’s kingdom is made for all the ways that we eat our Oreos 
and Tootsie Pops. God’s kingdom is made for all people…and most of these are not just like you or just like me. We are simply all unique. 
As church, we are not only called…God expects us to move over and make space for those who are not just like us. We are expected to 
make room for new people who want to do different things and do old things in different ways. The United Methodist Church has come to a 
time in our history where we must have new people, new and creative ideas, and new ways of doing church. New Covenant is at the same 
crossroad as the rest of the UMC. The old ways comfort those of us who have been around a long time. But if we are to fulfill our mission 
and share God through love and service, then we must let go and trust God to take us to a new place. We must be open and embrace new 
people, new ideas, new ways.  
 

Church, we really have two choices and each has a consequence. We can hold on tight to our place. We can refuse to move over to make 
room for someone or something new. And, no, we can’t stay where we are, holding onto our special place, and still make room for someone 
new. We can nurture and cherish our fear of the unknown all in the name of being responsible. And when we finish our bag of Oreos or the 
Tootsie Pop that we’ve been given, there will be nothing left. OR we can trust God. We can eagerly step aside to make room for what is 
new, creative, vital, alive. It doesn’t even take that much faith. The evidence is all around us. God has been working. The Holy Spirit is  
moving. God has been meeting our needs and preparing us for what is just ahead. God has a glorious plan for us…if we will only embrace it. 
We stand at the crossroad. The well-worn path has served us well. But in the world we now live in, it leads to nowhere. The other path is 
over grown and needs work. The soil needs to be tilled. But the fruit…the glorious ripe, wild, delicious fruit…. Which path, church? Which 
path? 
 

Remember, there were two questions…. The second question: Why do you want to be a pastor? From the very first time a pastor says, “I’m 
called to this,” we encounter a strange disconnect of encouragement for the journey and being repeatedly told, “if you can do anything else, 
if God doesn’t pester you to the point that you absolutely HAVE to do this, then do something else. This life is too hard for anyone to choose 
if God hasn’t chosen you…and may break you even then.” So why do I want to be a pastor? Watch for next month’s newsletter/blog when I’ll 
share a bit of my own journey. 
 

Peace, 
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 2:  Austin Hardaway 

 3: Gianna Getto 

 5: Troy Childers 

 6: Karen Kamanda 

 8: Michael Wheeler 

10: Barbara Reed 

11: Decklan Reed 

13: Terry Mardis 

15: Lorraine Ficarra 

18: Rudy Torres 

19: Robert Griffin 

21: Charles Duckworth 

23: Vicki Sheerin 

24: Ethan Bohanan 

      Sarah Reed 

25: Sallyann White 

26: Margot Montemayor 

      Bill Roberts 

27: Betty Rippa 

29: Tammy Hayes 

       Mark Mester 

31: Jason Mattox 

We will be taking a break during June and July.  
Please send all prayer requests & celebrations to  

Cindy Wolfe via email: maytag9713@sbcglobal.net or text: 214-315-9992.  
You can also see Linda Easton or Cindy Wolfe during services.  

 

1 Peter 4:8 
“Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins.” 
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We love you & are very thankful you are here! 
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God Is Good! 
~Cindy Wolfe~ 

 

What a crazy-busy week!!  Not only did we have Vacation Bible School every night, but we fed the Project 
Transformation college interns @ SMU and served dinner for the residents of Ewing House; all of this  
activity PLUS all the regular “stuff”.  Folks we are on fire! 
 

More and more God opens my eyes to the mighty servants of New Covenant.  I don’t know about you, but 
sometimes I get so focused on the area of ministry in which I am most involved that I miss some of the 
other activity going on in the church.   
 

This week my eyes were opened to the presence and service of our youth.  If you did not get to attend or 
visit VBS, you really missed out.  We had an amazing group of adults who volunteered their time, led by 
Yvonne Taylor, Laura May and Kerri Embrey, but equally as amazing were the youth of our church that 
served.  The older teens led crafts and games.  They were assisted by our younger youth that served as 
room helpers and crew leaders.  They kept up with children and helped lead song and praise in the  
assembly.  God Is Good! 
 

We recently observed Pentecost.  In our Non-Traditional service we added the Service of  
Confirmation for 3 of our youth. There was fire and flying doves.  These visuals were Holy Spirit  
inspired and Linda and Gary Dunn are the servants that God used to implement His vision.  God Is Good! 
 

Speaking of worship, each time we take communion, there are servants behind this most holy sacrament.  
Sandy Childers and Karen Crownover not only set our table but ensure that we have the elements of 
bread and juice so that we can share this meal together.  God Is Good! 
 

AIDS Services of Dallas owns Ewing House, a home for those sick and in need of housing.  There is a 
group of dedicated people inspired by Kathleen Skelton that monthly serve dinner to the people of Ewing 
House.  They take meal requests and show up with love and a smile to some that may otherwise be  
overlooked.  God Is Good! 
 

We serve breakfast to the people of Austin Street Center.  Kathy Rogers organizes food and volunteers 
quarterly to meet at the church at 5:15am to serve homeless residents of Dallas.  Early morning is not  
everyone’s thing, so you might have just slept through this beautiful service of love.  God Is Good! 
 

A/C, lights, running toilets?  I know there are some faithful servants working when I’m not in the building 
to ensure that I am comfortable to worship and serve when I am in God’s house.  Currently, Troy Childers 
leads the merry band of trustees that serve tirelessly to make sure our building is maintained.  Not only 
maintained, but maintained on a budget!  God Is Good! 
 

Under the heading of maintenance/beautification, there are things going on outside our building.   
Flowers, plants and garden décor seem to magically appear.  I do not know who these servants are, but a 
big “Thank You” for doing work that I am unaware even happens until I see the beauty.  God Is Good! 
 

Folks, the list goes on and on. There is no way that I can even begin to write of all the ministries and  

service that take place in our church home in this one article….perhaps a story for another day.  So, I  

encourage you to look around and see all that God has done, and is doing, in our small church of faithful 

followers! God Is Good! 
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Feeding the Project Transformation Interns 
By John Elfers 

 
On June 17th a group of six volunteers from New Covenant (Tom Termin, Debbie and Keith Willis,  

Cindy and Dale Wolfe, and myself) served a wonderful dinner of baked chicken, brisket, baked beans, 
macaroni and cheese, mashed potatoes, salad, and dessert to an enthusiastic group of Project  

Transformation interns at Beta Theta Pi house on the Southern Methodist University campus. The  
diverse group of 130 volunteers hailed from many different colleges and universities across Texas.   They 

were most appreciative of the efforts of the cooks of New Covenant!   Banana pudding and the dessert 
table were decimated in short order!   One young man was eager to get the recipe for Debbie Willis's 

phenomenal mango chicken.  
 

The interns are the college age students who staff the eleven different Project Transformation churches 
throughout the north Texas area and stay at SMU during the summer.  For example, at Pleasant Mound 
United Methodist Church the volunteer coordinator is studying at University of Texas at Arlington and 
hopes to become a lawyer. She cited being in Project Transformation in elementary, middle, and high 
school growing up. The reading coordinator at Pleasant Mound is studying to be a music therapist at 
Texas Women's University. The interns work at their host church from 8:30 am to 3:30 pm Monday 

through Thursday and then return to SMU for the evenings and Fridays for training/programs. 
 

Last year Project Transformation served 1,018 youth from elementary school to high school age in the 
north Texas area.   The mission of Project Transformation is to engage young adults in purposeful  
leadership and ministry, support children in holistic development, and reconnect churches with  

communities. 
 

A special nod of appreciation to Debbie Willis who coordinated the dinner and to Debbie and Keith  
Willis for preparing the chicken and brisket. A big thank you to all the wonderful New Covenant folks 

who furnished all the sides and desserts for the dinner, also.  
 

More to follow next month about the one-on-one reading week conducted at Pleasant Mound.   

Backpacks for Sharing Life 
By Linda Easton 

 
Members of NCUMC have joined with the Seekers class for the last 4+ years to volunteer at Sharing Life filling backpacks 

with shelf stable food.  The backpacks are distributed to children in Mesquite and several surrounding zip code areas  
including Sunnyvale.  The children that receive the backpacks are considered food endangered.  Besides the backpacks 

the volunteers fill family packs with different shelf stable food products.  When the children visit Sharing Life to get their 
backpacks they are also given age appropriate books for summer reading.  Every child in an approved family receives a 

backpack and each family received one family pack of food.  The volunteers meet every Thursday morning at 10 am to fill 
the backpacks.  If you are interested in helping please contact Beverly Norton or Linda Easton. 
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God’s Love Shines at The Waterford 
by Jean Miller 

 

Today’s young generation could certainly benefit in having the love and dedication of worship that the seniors have 
at The Waterford Retirement Center. Let’s take a look to see why. 
 
Sunday after Sunday no matter the senior’s limitations physically, these disciples of Christ are present in worship. 
They lift each other up in love and prayer and service. Helping one another find a seat, register attendance, locate 
hymn and scripture pages are just some of the loving acts seen every Sunday.  
 
The love of worship these senior citizens exemplify is a common denominator known as loyalty in their attendance, 
love of Christ and each other. Sunday after Sunday the chapel fills up and each in attendance reflects what Jesus 
taught us; humility and a reliant trust in God, to trust, serve and love others. 
 
Joy fills my heart each week as well as those who assist in worship when we see the hallway lined with walkers of 

every color and size. Nothing absolutely nothing keeps attendance at bay as we are now averaging 25-30 each  

Sunday. Please come and visit us during our worship, you will be greatly blessed. 
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Working Together Still Works 
By Yvonne Taylor 

 

Vacation Bible School is a time during the summer when churches have the wonderful opportunity to present 

God to its younger members and the community in a way that cannot be done during the entire year. The 

work that is involved in putting this week- long event together is by no means an easy task. It requires the 

tireless efforts of many in order to achieve success. It requires teamwork. 

 

It reminds me of a certain eusocial species that displays an advanced level of social organization, the ant. Ants 

value teamwork. According to a National Geographic study of these hard workers, a single ant can only do 

so much, but when they work as a team, they are able to achieve greater heights. They form colonies that are 

often described as super-organisms because the ants operate as a unified entity, collectively working together 

to support the entire group. This is the experience of New Covenant and their Vacation Bible School. 

 

Our VBS, held June 17-21, 2019, was the first that New Covenant has conducted in many years, and has 

proven that working together still works. Led by VBS director Laura May, members including adults,  

children, and youth, came together with their ideas, skills, and teamwork to make New Covenant’s first in a 

long -time VBS a total success, reaching approximately 16 young people in church and community.  

 

There were arts and crafts, bible stories, and a snack station that participants took part in. Each station was 

manned by adult station leaders and youth of New Covenant. The highlights were the youth and their  

awesome display of leadership abilities and the participants who arrived eager to learn and play. The youth 

were responsible for ensuring participants get to and from their stations in a safe and timely manner. The 

adults serve as overseers and teachers. Youth volunteers were Elyse Wahl, Anna Norton, Philip Kamada,  

Emily May, Patricia Gbaya, Ethan Bohanan, Naomi Norton, Karen Kamada, Austin Andrews, Ben Young, 

Mark Young, and Riley McTigue. These youth represented New Covenant in a big way.  

 

The events’ opening and closing, led by Kerri Embrey along with Mike Embrey serving as assistant in the Sing 

and Play Roar Safari Celebration, was a super charged, high energy segment to include singing and dancing. 

This segment served to connect all who participated, in meaningful and inspirational ways.  

 

To complete the unified VBS structure were the members of New Covenant who participated with bountiful 

donations which arrived almost immediately upon request. The building of props, positioning of animals and 

safari colors, were all orchestrated by members and volunteers working and assisting where needed. The  

common ant makes a case for teamwork and that is this: by working together, nearly any task can be  

accomplished. New Covenant has proven that its case for teamwork is to share God through its love and  

service. Thanks to everyone who played a part of making VBS 2019 a total success. Go team NCUMC! 
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“Whatever my lot thou hast taught me to say, It is well, 
it is well with my soul.” 

 

One of my favorite hymns was written by Horatio G. 
Spafford in 1873.      
 

Horatio Spafford was a well known attorney in Chicago 
who had invested heavily in real estate.  Mr. Spafford 
was described as a “man of unusual intelligence and 
refinement, deeply spiritual and a devoted student of 
the Scriptures.” 

 

He had experienced a series of very difficult  
circumstances and decided his family would benefit 
from some time away.  Earlier in the year his only son, 
age 4, had died of scarlet fever. Following the death of 
his son, the Chicago Fire decimated much of his real 
estate holdings leaving his fortune in shambles.  As he 
dealt with these events, he poured himself into  
rebuilding the city and helping the more than 100,000 
residents who found themselves homeless following 
the fire. He booked his family on a ship bound for  

England.  His wife and four daughters sailed without him as he had business to  
complete. He planned to join them later. Sometime after midnight the ship collided with 
another causing the ship to split and slip under the waters in less than two hours.  226 
souls were lost including Spafford’s four daughters. His wife’s cable said it all, “saved 
alone.” She was one of only 47 survivors. He quickly sailed to Wales to join her. During 
his voyage the captain pointed out the approximate spot of the tragedy.  Standing on 
the deck of the ship looking out to sea the words came to him, “It is well, God’s will be 
done.” He later wrote his famous hymn based on those words. “It Is Well” entered our 
hymnals in 1957.   
 

The tune written to accompany this hymn appears as “It is Well” in some  
publications.  In others it bears the name of the ill-fated ship, “Ville du Havre”. 
 

It is incredible to think that such encouraging and uplifting words could be born from 
such sorrow.  It is an example of truly inspiring faith and trust in the Lord. It reminds us 
that our God has the power to overcome even the darkest times of our earthly lives.    
 
Thank you, Lord, that you are with us no matter the circumstances. May God’s peace 
be with you today. 
 

History of Hymns 
By Sarah Reed 
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Talking to 

Barbara Reed: How may I help you? 
by Jim Handy 

 
(I interviewed Barbara because her job at New Covenant has a great deal to do with the environment 
that nurtures my spiritual life. Our church is our communal well for spiritual growth, and Barbara is 
Pastor Dana Norton’s partner in making sure our well stays replenished and in peak condition.) 

 

“Good morning!  New Covenant United Methodist Church. This is Barbara.  
How may I help you?” 

 

The voice of Barbara Decker Reed is the Monday-Thursday personification of New  
Covenant, its heart and its face in this community.  It is an efficient yet tender voice, 
as one would expect and appreciate when calling a church. 
 

Barbara, who is married to Brandon, Sarah and Mike Reed’s son, has worked as New 
Covenant’s Administrative Assistant since last September.  She came to us with skills 
and experience earned from nine years employment with Office Max, quickly 
 becoming the store’s youngest Department Manager.  Needless to say, she is quite 

familiar with up-to-date office equipment, software and procedures, and she certainly knows how to work hard.  
Barbara brings Decklan, her soon-to-be one year old firstborn, with her to the office – just one of the reasons she 
considers her part-time position here to be, in her own words, “the best job I have ever had!”  She also noted that 
her supervisor, Pastor Dana, is the best boss she could have hoped for. 
 

Barbara began life in the little town of Walnut Ridge, Arkansas, and moved to Texas at age 13.  Her mom,  
Selene Decker, raised her as a single parent, supporting them both by working as a Welder’s Helper on various  
long-distance pipelines – a job requiring frequent travel and an understanding of how to work in a 
male-dominated occupation.  Barbara stressed how she and Selene have always been close, still keeping in touch 
on a daily basis.  “I consider her my best friend”, she said. 
 

Barbara has explored a number of future careers for herself:  culinary arts, business management,  
marketing, sonography, real estate, with a knack for math.  For now, though, she is gaining skills in the  
motherhood and church administration fields, where her spiritual gifts of organizing, problem solving and just 
plain being nice are well utilized.   
 

Like me, Barbara was not raised with church as part of her younger life.  Therefore, she has been adjusting to a 
learning curve in understanding the cultural differences involved with working in a religious-focused  
environment.  Her strongest revelation in this new experience has been the immediate and genuine acceptance 
she has received from those with whom she works: congregation members and Pastor Dana.   
 

New Covenant is blessed to have Barbara’s professional expertise for the price of an hourly part-time job.   
Barbara feels blessed to be working where she is surrounded by 
warm, intelligent, compassionate people. 
  
Thank you, God, for providing us with such a win-win situation. 
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November 16 
8:00 am - 12:00 pm 

 Trimming hedges around building 
 Caulking around windows in the  

Educational Building 
 Spraying poison ivy around campus 
 Removing weeds and grass from playground 
 Raising the canopy of trees (Minimum 6’  

clearance) north side of parking lot 
 Cleaning stains on carpet throughout the church  

This is only a partial list of the many opportunities to care for 

our house. If you see something that needs to be done, feel free 

to complete the task at anytime. Just let the Trustee’s know 

what you have done so they can remove it from their to-do list. 

 

Thank you for your service & commitment  

to keeping our house beautiful! 



New Covenant United Methodist Church 
3032 Beltline Road  

Sunnyvale, Texas  75182 
972-226-1092  

NCUMCSunnyvale 
 
www.newcovenantumc.com 

@NCUMCSunnyvale 
 
ncumc1@sbcglobal.net 
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INSTRUCTIONS 
 

In a sauce pan, mix together: 
1 cup sugar 
1 tsp. cinnamon  
1 cup water 
1 stick butter 
1 tsp. vanilla 
 
Bring ingredients to boil to melt butter and dissolve sugar.  Put aside for use later. 
 

2 packages crescent rolls 
2 to 4 regular apples, pealed and cut into 8ths. 
Take one crescent roll and wrap around 1, 2, or 3 slices of apple (your taste). 
Spray a  9” x  9” baking pan.  Place formed crescent rolls into pan, spaced close together to fill 
pan completely.  (Any leftover apples can either be eaten or placed around the edges of formed 
dumplin’s to cook.) 
 

Pour prepared liquid into the dumplin’ pan, being sure to use all the liquid.   
 

Place in 350° oven  for 30-40 minutes.  (Use the longer time, if possible, to cook as much of the 
dough as possible.) Remove to rack and sprinkle with nutmeg and powdered sugar. Allow to 
cool until warm.  Spoon into serving dishes upside-down and enjoy!  Add ice cream for an extra 
hit! 

Super Easy Apple Dumplin’ s 

Worship Volunteers  

In the month of August the Worship Team will hold refresher/training classes for Ushers/Greeters, Worship Leaders and 
Readers.  This class is not only for those currently serving in these positions, but for anyone that would like to explore the 

possibility of joining the worship team.  The classes will be held during the Sunday School hour in the Sanctuary. 
Our desire is for consistency and reverence in worship.  As Pastor Dana stated, “Our Audience is God.”   

We want to lead in a manner that reflects just that.   
If you are interested in serving please join us.  If you currently serve, be there or be square!   

 

August 04 – Usher/Greeter/Reader 

August 11 – Worship Leader 


